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COURSE: U.S. History I 

TEACHERS: Ms. Rowden
PHONE # - 508-347-9301                            

Levels: College Prep                                                             

Ext: 3103    


 College Prep Adv

                         EMAIL - rowdens@tantasqua.org           

TEXT:  American Anthem     Holt Publishing; 2007
OTHER READINGS: Primary Source material and selected readings 
Course Overview: The  Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks lists the following themes as the core of Massachusetts History classes: the evolution of the concepts of personal freedom, individual responsibility, and respect for human dignity; the growth and impact of centralized state power, the influence of economic, political, religious, and cultural ideas as human societies have moved beyond regional, national, or geographic boundaries; the effects of geography on the history of civilizations and nations; the growth and spread of free markets and industrial economies; the development of scientific reasoning, technology, and formal education over time and their effects on people’s health, standards of living, economic growth, government, religious beliefs, communal life, and the environment; the birth, growth, and decline of civilizations. 

United States History I incorporates college preparatory and college preparatory advanced level students in each class.  Students taking this course will be expected to increase their understanding of fundamental civic concepts, knowledge of geography, and be able to read and interpret graphs and cartoons.  In addition students will demonstrate a broad knowledge of current events, specialized social studies vocabulary, and various economic concepts.  

Extensive reading of texts, primary source material and news sources is required.  Students will also engage in simulations, plays, research, oral and written reports, as well as projects and class discussions.  Active class participation is essential to success in this class.  

Course Outline:

· Revolutionary Era
· Creating a New Government

· The Constitution of the United States

· Nationalism to Sectionalism

· Expansion and Reform

· The Nation Divides

· The Civil War and Reconstruction

· The American West and The Second Industrial Revolution
Course Expectations:

· Class Preparation: Students are expected to bring their textbook, a three ring binder, and a pen/pencil with them to class each day.

· Homework will be given every night.  Homework is given as an aid in understanding the concepts and ideas presented in class. 

· Attendance Policy: As described in the Student Handbook. 

· Make-Up Work: Assignments handed in late, for reasons other than an excused absence, will never receive full credit.  

· Extra-Help/Test Make-Up: Wednesday.    Tests and all other assignments should be made up within one calendar week of returning to school.
Grading:

· Homework 20%, Classwork/Class Participation 20%, 
Quizzes 20%, Test/Projects 40%
Final Grade:

· Quarter 1 Grade – 40% 
· Quarter 2 Grade – 40%

·  Research Paper – 10%

·  Final Exam Grade – 10 %

Classroom Behavior & Rules:
Students are expected to maintain appropriate classroom behavior. Students are expected to follow their teacher’s directions and classroom policies. Class attendance is mandatory. Students are expected to attend each class on time on a daily basis. If a student must miss a class for a justified reason, he or she must first obtain the teachers permission. Students are expected to arrive to class in the class by the bell. Tardiness to class is disruptive and detracts from other students' educational experience. 


Classroom rules

1) Arrive on time
2) Sit in assigned seats

3) NO headphones or any other type of musical device.

4) NO cell phones – all cell phones MUST be turned off.
 This is a School Rule.
5) Show respect for your teacher and other students.

Failure to follow the classroom rules will result in a detention, phone call home, and administrative referral slip.
Tantasqua Regional High School’s Mission Statement:

Pathways to Success:

Academic Expectations

· Assume responsibility for academic achievement.

· Acquire, interpret, analyze, integrate, and apply information in a discerning manner.

· Demonstrate the ability to use technology appropriate to subject areas

· Exhibit the ability to read, write, and communicate

U.S. History I
Student/Parent Syllabus Acknowledgement
Your signature indicates that you understand the terms of these expectation sheets and know what is expected of you for the successful completion of this course. Please keep these sheets in your binder and refer to them whenever you have any questions concerning the course

Student Signature ___________________________________   Date ________________

Your signature indicates that you have had the opportunity to read these expectation sheets and discussed the expectations with your son or daughter. Thank you for your cooperation, and please do not hesitate to call me or email me should you have any questions or concerns about your child’s progress or if you would like to make an appointment to see me.

Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________________   Date ______________
Please let me know the best way to contact you.


Phone – 


Email -

I look forward to working with all of you this semester!
Ms. Rowden
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